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24 Vine Street, Apt 2 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
September 8, 2001 
(802)229-0217 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Enclosed with this transmittal letter is an Information Disclosure Statement to support my 
utility patent application 09/877,585, submitted on June 8, 2001, for an invention titled Apparatus 
to Reduce Base Drag Behind Bluff Bodies. This letter and the enclosed reference material will be 
sent by Express Mail, Post Office to Addressee, using the express mail label number attached to the 
transmittal form. 

Due to the enormous volume of published literature on the topic of reducing the 
aerodynamic base drag of bluff bodies, I have listed and enclosed copies of only about twenty four 
of the most pertinent references. Other older publications listed in the references cited can be 
considered as further background material, but are less pertinent to the subject patent application. 

Much of the recent work in this field has apparently been published only on the Internet, so 
I have included several web sites in my list of references, and enclosed printed copies of these web 
sites. The last reference listed, citation 20, is the web site of a team of researchers from several 
universities and government laboratories, which is working under contract to the U.S. Dept. of 
Energy's Office of Heavy Vehicle Technologies, on a project to reduce the aerodynamic drag of 
heavy vehicles. This project has apparently been focussed on using powerful computers and 
computational fluid dynamics (CFD) methods to confirm the drag reductions obtained by several 
previously known methods for base drag reduction. They have apparently not made any new 
advances to date in the art of aerodynamic base drag reduction. 

Their web site alone lists about twenty-six electronic publications on the topic of 
aerodynamic drag reduction for heavy vehicles. Most of these publications are little more than 
slide shows, apparently intended to accompany oral presentations, and therefore contain little 
explanatory text. Nevertheless, many of these computer files are very large, due to their extensive 
use of color graphics in the files. Furthermore, no abstracts have been provided for most of these 
electronic publications, which makes it difficult to review their work in a timely manner. 

Due to my lack of access to either a high speed Internet connection or a color printer, I have 
been unable to review many of the larger files, or to print the smaller files in a useful format. 
However, I have found no evidence to date that this team has discovered any of the novel features 
of the new base drag reduction method disclosed in my patent application. 



Very Truly Yours, 


William C. Basford, P.E. 
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